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JOHN R. BUCKLEY, JR., REGISTER OF DEEDS 
PLYMOUTH COUNTY REAL ESTATE ACTIVITY FOR JUNE, 2023 

 
SALES IMPROVING, MORTGAGES AND FORECLOSURE ACTIVITY STABLE 

 
Plymouth County saw its busiest month this year in real estate sales, while the 

number of refinances managed to come in with the second most recordings this year, 
reported Register of Deeds John R. Buckley, Jr. 

 
Plymouth County recorded 815 deeds in June, representing a slow but fairly 

steady increase since January of this year, when 513 sales went to record.  Through the 
first half of this year, Plymouth County recorded 3,496 deeds, down from 4,389 during 
the same period in 2022.  While the volume of this year’s sales compared to last year has 
been down each month, the deficit in recorded deeds in 2023 has declined from a high of 
30% in February to its current point of a 13% decline in June.   

 
Sale prices have dropped dramatically in some areas of the country, and while 

Plymouth County has seen a flattening, property values are still higher than last year.  
The average sale price through June of this year was $602,943, modestly higher than the 
$596,797 during the same period in 2022.  “We’ve seen sale prices rise steadily for a 
number of years,” noted Buckley, “so we certainly notice the recent stabilization in 
prices.  But given the more dramatic fall in other areas of the country, a 1% increase in 
Plymouth County represents a relatively healthy sales market.”  In terms of commerce 
generated through Plymouth County real estate sales, the total value sales through June of 
this year reached $2.1 billion. 

 
Buckley reported what may be the new norm for a while in refinance activity, at 

least until interest rates come down.  Plymouth County recorded 1,269 mortgages in June, 
about equal to the 1,274 in May, and up from the 1,002 in April.  Through the first half of 
the year, Plymouth County recorded 6,306 mortgages, representing a 44% decline from 
the 11,320 mortgages recorded through the same period last year.  At the same time, the 
average amount of each mortgage has decreased 3%, from $351,598 through June of 
2022, to $340,714 this year. 
 

As throughout the country, foreclosure activity has seen increases in recordings in 
Plymouth County.  Buckley reported 12 foreclosure deeds were recorded in June.  That 
figure brings the total number of foreclosure deeds recorded in 2023 to 66, representing 
an increase of 38% over the 48 recorded during the first half of 2022.  Notices initiating 
new foreclosures have increased by 48%, with 305 recorded through June of this year as 
compared to 206 during the same period in 2022.  “Given the continued monthly 
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increases in foreclosure activity we will continue to monitor it closely,” stated Register 
Buckley. 

 
As part of our ongoing effort to share with the public some of America’s oldest 

land records, we are attaching a record that reminds us that the Kennebeck region of 
Maine was once a part, not only of Massachusetts, but of Plymouth Colony.  “Wheras It 
is giuen forth that diuers are vnsatisfied about the sale of Kenebecke and that oppertunitie 
is lately p’sented vnto vs for the haueing of it againe the deputies haueing considered of 
the p’mises; and finding noe way p’senting it selfe by the takeing of it againe for the 
better aduantage of the Collonie haue with one consent agreed that they desire not to 
meddle with it againe but doe ratify the sale therof.”  Laws, Part II, p. 81, 1662.   

 
 On Friday, July 28th, from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., we will display this historic 

document in the Plymouth Colony Records Reading Room on the second floor at the 
main office of the Registry of Deeds at 50 Obery Street, Plymouth.  If you would like to 
receive a copy of our monthly report by e-mail, please contact Assistant Register of 
Deeds Timothy H. White at white@plymouthdeeds.org. 

 
REAL ESTATE ACTIVITY THROUGH JUNE 2023 

COMPARED TO THE SAME PERIOD IN 2022 
All figures are based on sales or mortgages between $25,000.00 and $3,000,000. 
 
2023 sales volume: 3,496 
2022 sales volume: 4,389 
(20% decrease) 
 
2023 total sales value: $2,107,887,852 
2022 total sales value: $2,619,343,920 
(20% decrease) 
 
2023 average sales price: $602,943 
2022 average sales price: $596,797 
(1% increase) 
 
2023 mortgage volume:   6,306 
2022 mortgage volume:  11,320 
(44% decrease) 
 
2023 average mortgage amount: $340,714 
2022 average mortgage amount: $351,598 
(3% decrease) 

 
2023 foreclosure deeds:   66 
2022 foreclosure deeds:   48 
(38% increase) 
 
2023 foreclosure notices:  305 
2022 foreclosure notices:  206 
(48% increase) 
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Foreclosures and Orders of Notice 
 June 2023 

Town Foreclosure Deeds Orders of Notice 
ABINGTON 0 3 

BRIDGEWATER 1 1 
BROCKTON 2 14 

CARVER 1 1 
DUXBURY 0 3 

EAST BRIDGEWATER 0 0 
HALIFAX 0 1 

HANOVER 1 2 
HANSON 1 0 

HINGHAM 0 0 
HULL 0 1 

KINGSTON 0 0 
LAKEVILLE 0 3 

MARION 0 0 
MARSHFIELD 0 1 

MATTAPOISETT 0 1 
MIDDLEBORO 0 2 

NORWELL 0 0 
PEMBROKE 0 3 
PLYMOUTH 2 5 
PLYMPTON 2 0 
ROCHESTER 1 1 
ROCKLAND 0 3 
SCITUATE 0 1 

WAREHAM 0 4 
WEST BRIDGEWATER 0 1 

WHITMAN 1 0 
   

 



Deeds and Unit Deeds Including Those Under $100 
January through June 2023 

 

 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Total 
ABINGTON 19 28 34 31 36 29 177 

BRIDGEWATER 26 29 54 38 60 43 250 
BROCKTON 116 113 136 118 136 146 765 

CARVER 19 19 17 14 31 33 133 
DUXBURY 34 31 24 49 51 50 239 

EAST BRIDGEWATER 39 16 37 22 33 33 180 
HALIFAX 15 8 17 9 21 18 88 

HANOVER 17 21 30 34 24 21 147 
HANSON 22 16 21 20 18 25 122 
HINGHAM 48 28 52 42 51 64 285 

HULL 23 23 30 35 35 50 196 
KINGSTON 28 16 18 17 50 44 173 
LAKEVILLE 27 27 28 30 38 30 180 

MARION 9 10 20 19 23 22 103 
MARSHFIELD 59 52 69 38 66 116 400 

MATTAPOISETT 18 21 29 22 34 34 158 
MIDDLEBORO 46 44 52 49 61 50 302 

NORWELL 20 18 15 19 27 28 127 
PEMBROKE 31 30 40 38 41 54 234 
PLYMOUTH 192 158 185 164 218 227 1,144 
PLYMPTON 6 9 7 5 5 5 37 

ROCHESTER 9 13 14 17 12 15 80 
ROCKLAND 26 24 34 31 28 29 172 
SCITUATE 36 41 70 52 64 91 354 
WAREHAM 68 57 70 65 103 92 455 

WEST BRIDGEWATER 18 14 13 13 27 23 108 
WHITMAN 38 25 29 34 32 32 190 

TOTAL 1,009 891 1,145 1,025 1,325 1,404 6,799 
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