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PLYMOUTH COUNTY REAL ESTATE ACTIVITY FOR JANUARY 2024 

 
PLYMOUTH COUNTY REAL ESTATE MARKET HITS TYPICAL JANUARY CHILL 

 
 In January, 414 deeds were recorded compared to 518 deeds recorded last 
January.  "This represents a 19% decrease in sales," reported Register of Deeds John R. 
Buckley, Jr.  "The decreases in sales volume will likely continue until the inventory 
increases and interest rates come down.  The good news for 2024, is that there are 
indications that the interest rates may come down later this year. The real test will be the 
upcoming spring market," noted Register Buckley.  The average sale price increased by 
15%.  In January of 2023, the average sale price was $564,195.  That number climbed 
steadily through the course of the year, with January, 2024 sales averaging $647,982. 
 Plymouth County recorded 816 mortgages in January, down 15% from the 958 
mortgages recorded in January, 2023.  Declining mortgage activity started last year and 
remains a concern for 2024.  As noted above, we wait for news from the Fed to see if the 
interest rates will drop later this year.  The Federal Housing Finance Agency reports an 
average 30-year fixed mortgage rate of between 5.25 and 5.5 percent. 
 Plymouth County recorded 16 foreclosure deeds in January compared to 10 
recorded last January.  Even with the increase, this continues to provide overall good 
news for Plymouth County, as the total foreclosure numbers have remained low since the 
Covid19 moratorium.   

Foreclosure notices, the first document to reach the Registry in the foreclosure 
process that shows someone is in trouble, provides even better news for Plymouth 
County.  Plymouth County recorded 50 home foreclosure notices in January compared to 
57 reported in January, 2023.  This represents 12% fewer notices recorded than last 
January.  This is a continued trend as Plymouth County recorded fewer foreclosure 
notices in each of the past seven months compared to the previous year’s numbers. As we 
have stated previously the Registry has maintained a model program in conjunction with 
NeighborWorks by providing foreclosure information to NeighborWorks, who reaches 
out to help the homeowner. 

Over the years, the colonial government instituted a number of laws relating to the 
native Americans, who they called Indians.  In 1658, a law was passed that “noe Indians 
bee pmited to course or take vp any horses except in companie with the English …”.  
Then, in 1669, a law was passed that “graunted to the English” libertie to sell horses to 
the Indians “prouided [that for] euery horse soe sold and ten shillings in mony” was paid 
to “the Towne Clarke”.  In 1659, “Wheras Complaint is made that the Indians … haue 
receiued great damage by the horses and hoggs of the English; it shalbee lawfull for the 
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Indians so anoyed … to bring such horses and hoggs … to the pound … and there to bee 
kept till the owners … satisfy the damage …”.  In 1673, “It is enacted … that noe 
ordinary keeper … shall henceforth sell any beer to any Indian vpon penaltie of fiue 
shillings ….”.  In 1674, “It is enacted … that … Indian claimes that are … made to any 
lands which are now orderly possessed by English those which doe lay claime to them 
shall… prosecute theire claime … within one whole yeare after they be off age…”.  
Finally, the influence of King Philip’s War is reflected in the 1675 law, “… That 
whosoeuer shalbe found to sell … Guns or Amunition … to any Indian … shalbe put to 
death”; and then in Septem: i680, “… that it shalbe Lawfull … to giue a lycence to Any 
English; to sell to our ffrendly Indians, such smale quantities of powder and shott, and to 
lend such armes to such of them …”. Laws, Part III, pp. 88, 90, 110, 125, 132, 139, & 
150. (1658-59; 1673-76; 1680). 
 

 On Friday, January 30th, from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., we will display these 
historic documents in the Plymouth Colony Records Reading Room on the second floor 
at the main office of the Registry at 50 Obery Street, Plymouth.  If you would like to 
receive a copy of our monthly report by e-mail, please contact Assistant Register of 
Deeds Timothy H. White at white@plymouthdeeds.org.   

 
REAL ESTATE ACTIVITY FOR JANUARY 2024 

COMPARED TO THE SAME PERIOD IN 2023 
All figures are based on sales or mortgages between $25,000.00 and $3,000,000. 
 
2024 sales volume: 414 
2023 sales volume: 513 
(19% decrease) 
 
2024 total sales value: $268,264,437 
2023 total sales value: $289,432,026 
(7% decrease) 
 
2024 average sales price: $647,982 
2023 average sales price: $564,195 
(15% increase) 
 
2024 mortgage volume:  816 
2023 mortgage volume:  958 
(15% decrease) 
 
2024 average mortgage amount: $345,860 
2023 average mortgage amount: $350,526 
(1% decrease) 

 
2024 foreclosure deeds:  16 
2023 foreclosure deeds:  10 
(60% increase) 
 
2024 foreclosure notices: 50 
2023 foreclosure notices: 57 
(12% decrease) 
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Deeds and Unit Deeds Including Those Under $100 
January through January 2024 

 

  Jan Total 
ABINGTON 24 24 

BRIDGEWATER 31 31 

BROCKTON 90 90 

CARVER 17 17 

DUXBURY 27 27 
EAST 

BRIDGEWATER 30 30 

HALIFAX 14 14 

HANOVER 33 33 

HANSON 17 17 

HINGHAM 49 49 

HULL 24 24 

KINGSTON 29 29 

LAKEVILLE 25 25 

MARION 19 19 

MARSHFIELD 65 65 

MATTAPOISETT 21 21 

MIDDLEBORO 44 44 

NORWELL 19 19 

PEMBROKE 29 29 

PLYMOUTH 160 160 

PLYMPTON 2 2 

ROCHESTER 14 14 

ROCKLAND 21 21 

SCITUATE 50 50 

WAREHAM 46 46 
WEST 

BRIDGEWATER 15 15 

WHITMAN 30 30 

TOTAL 945 945 
 



Foreclosures and Orders of Notice 
 January 2024 

Town Foreclosure Deeds Orders of Notice 
ABINGTON 1 3 

BRIDGEWATER 0 5 
BROCKTON 2 9 

CARVER 0 1 
DUXBURY 0 1 

EAST BRIDGEWATER 0 3 
HALIFAX 1 0 

HANOVER 0 2 
HANSON 0 0 

HINGHAM 0 0 
HULL 1 2 

KINGSTON 0 0 
LAKEVILLE 1 1 

MARION 0 0 
MARSHFIELD 0 1 

MATTAPOISETT 0 1 
MIDDLEBORO 1 1 

NORWELL 1 0 
PEMBROKE 0 4 
PLYMOUTH 0 7 
PLYMPTON 2 0 
ROCHESTER 0 0 
ROCKLAND 3 2 
SCITUATE 0 0 

WAREHAM 3 3 
WEST BRIDGEWATER 0 0 

WHITMAN 0 5 
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