PLYMOUTH COUNTY REGISTRY OF DEEDS

50 OBERY STREET, PLYMOUTH, MA 02360
(508) 830-9200
FAX (508) 830-9221
www.plymouthdeeds.org

JOHN R. BUCKLEY, JR., Esquire TIMOTHY H. WHITE, Esquire
REGISTER ASSISTANT REGISTER
JOHN ZIGOURAS II
DIRECTOR OF OPERATIONS

For more information, please contact Lorna Green-Baker at Register Buckley’s office (508) 830-9298

JOHN R. BUCKLEY, JR., REGISTER OF DEEDS
PLYMOUTH COUNTY REAL ESTATE ACTIVITY FOR APRIL 2023

THE RECORDING NUMBERS CONTINUE TO LAG BEHIND 2022

Register of Deeds John R. Buckley, Jr. reports that “the monthly volume of deeds
recorded in Plymouth County has remained fairly flat for each month in the first quarter
0f2023.” The number of recordings continues to come in at about 26% fewer recordings
than at this time in 2022. The month of April actually saw fewer recordings than March.
In April there were 534 deeds recorded compared to 540 recorded in March. Year-to-
date Plymouth County has recorded 1,974 deeds compared to 2,658 deeds recorded at
this time last year, 26% less.

The news on mortgage recordings is even more discouraging. Like deeds, there
were fewer mortgages recorded in April than in March. In April there were 1,002
mortgages recorded compared to the 1,100 mortgages recorded in March. Year-to-date
there has been a 51% decline in mortgage recordings. In the first quarter of 2022, there
were 7,716 mortgages recorded. This year there have only been 3,763 mortgages
recorded through April. The actions of the Federal Reserve have all but eliminated
refinances.

For the tenth straight time the Fed has raised its rates. “Given the Fed’s latest
quarter point increase in mortgage rates, it does not bode well for the balance of the
spring market,” noted Register Buckley. The Register added, “If there is sliver of hope in
the most recent announcement, it comes from the Fed’s omission of the language that
additional increases are likely.”

Foreclosures continue at a relatively modest pace, albeit 26% higher than at this
time in 2022. In April there were 9 foreclosure deeds recorded in Plymouth County.
Going back a full year, in six of the last twelve months there have been 9 foreclosures
recorded. Year-to-date there have been 39 foreclosure deeds recorded compared to the
31 foreclosure deeds recorded at this time last year.

Register Buckley said “the good news here in Plymouth County is that the
number of foreclosure notices declined to its lowest number in ten months.” In April
there were only 36 notices to foreclose recorded. In March, 60 notices were recorded, in
February there were 42, and in January 2023, there were 57 notices to foreclose recorded
in Plymouth County. “Given the number of notices being recorded to initiate new
foreclosures,” explained Buckley, “the volume of foreclosure sales does not appear likely
to increase dramatically any time soon.”
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As part of our ongoing effort to share with the public some of America’s oldest
records, we are attaching a record that documents how a strict puritanical dogma affected
early laws in the colony. “Wheras sundry psons both Quakers and others wander vp and
downe in this Jurisdiction and follow noe lawfull calling to earne theire owne bread and
... Subvert Ciuill State and to pull downe all churches and ordinances of God ... Bee it
therfore enacted ... that ... a worke house or house of Correction bee erected that all such
vagarants ... and alsoe all Idle psons or rebelliouse children or servants that are stuborne
and will not worke to earn theire owne bread ... may bee put to this house of Correction
and there bee Imployed in such worke as shalbee there prouided ....” Laws, Part II, p. 54
(1658).

On Friday, May 26™, from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., we will display this historic
document in the Plymouth Colony Records Reading Room on the second floor at the
main office of the Registry of Deeds at 50 Obery Street, Plymouth. If you would like to
receive a copy of our monthly report by e-mail, please contact Assistant Register of
Deeds Timothy H. White at white@plymouthdeeds.org.

REAL ESTATE ACTIVITY THROUGH APRIL 2023
AS COMPARED TO THE SAME PERIOD IN 2022

All figures are based on sales or mortgages between $25,000.00 and $3,000,000.

2023 sales volume: 1,974
2022 sales volume: 2,658
(26% decrease)

2023 total sales value: $1,132,383,323
2022 total sales value: $1,492,768,886
(24% decrease)

2023 average sales price: $573,649
2022 average sales price: $561,614
(2% increase)

2023 mortgage volume: 3,763
2022 mortgage volume: 7,716
(51% decrease)

2023 average mortgage amount: $331,141
2022 average mortgage amount: $347,671
(5% decrease)

2023 foreclosure deeds: 39
2022 foreclosure deeds: 31
(26% increase)

2023 foreclosure notices: 195
2022 foreclosure notices: 146
34% increase)
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Deeds and Unit Deeds Including Those Under $100
January through April 2023

Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | Total

ABINGTON 19 28 34 31 112
BRIDGEWATER 26 29 54 38 147
BROCKTON 116 | 113 | 136 | 118 | 483
CARVER 19 19 17 14 69
DUXBURY 34 31 24 49 138
BRngés\;vTATER Pl te | a7 | 22 | 114
HALIFAX 15 8 17 9 49
HANOVER 17 21 30 34 102
HANSON 22 16 21 20 79
HINGHAM 48 28 52 42 170
HULL 23 23 30 35 111
KINGSTON 28 16 18 17 79
LAKEVILLE 27 27 28 30 112
MARION 9 10 20 19 58
MARSHFIELD 59 52 69 38 218
MATTAPOISETT 18 21 29 22 90
MIDDLEBORO 46 44 52 49 191
NORWELL 20 18 15 19 72
PEMBROKE 31 30 40 38 139
PLYMOUTH 192 | 158 | 185 | 164 | 699
PLYMPTON 6 9 7 5 27
ROCHESTER 9 13 14 17 53
ROCKLAND 26 24 34 31 115
SCITUATE 36 41 70 52 199
WAREHAM 68 57 70 65 260
BRID‘gIIEE\?VTATER ' 14 13 13 58
WHITMAN 38 25 29 34 126

TOTAL 1,009 | 891 | 1,145 | 1,025 | 4,070




Foreclosures and Orders of Notice

April 2023

Town
ABINGTON
BRIDGEWATER
BROCKTON
CARVER
DUXBURY
EAST BRIDGEWATER
HALIFAX
HANOVER
HANSON
HINGHAM
HULL
KINGSTON
LAKEVILLE
MARION
MARSHFIELD
MATTAPOISETT
MIDDLEBORO
NORWELL
PEMBROKE
PLYMOUTH
PLYMPTON
ROCHESTER
ROCKLAND
SCITUATE
WAREHAM
WEST BRIDGEWATER
WHITMAN

Foreclosure Deeds
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Orders of Notice
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PLYMOUTII COLONY RECORDS.

nitel paines any shulboe att in prising sueh said goods or Chattles hieo shialbee
reasonably satisfyed for the spme.

It is enacted by the Court that if any shalbes chosen to serne on the
Cornnd enguest amd shall refuse to serue hee shalboe fined to the Collupice vep
the sume of ten shillings for eudry Comt that Lise is absent within the yeare
for whith hee is chosen to serne and incass lise sliall wholly exelude himsello
all the yenre Liee shalbee fined the sume of furty shillings to the vsa of the
Collonie volesse: lice ean gine auflicient reason to the Contrary vauto the Coutt ;

Wheras sundry psons both Quakers and others wandep p and downe in
thiz Juriadiction and follow noe Tawfull ealling to eirne thoive owne hrond
and alsoe vee all Indeavonrs to Subwert Cluill State nud to pull downe all
churelies mid ordinatees of God to thrust ve out of the wayes of God not-
withstanding all former lnwos prouided for the éontrary ;

Bee it therfore enacted by this Court and the Authoritie therof that witl
all convenient Speed a worke house or house of Catroction bee sroeted that
all sueh vagaeints as wander vp and downe without any luowfull ealling and
alson.all Tdle psons or rebelliouss children or sorvinits that are stuborne nnd
will not worke to earn theire owne hread and yeit hane not wherwith to nigin-
tiine themsclues may bee put to this house of Correction anil there bee Tm-
played in such worke as shulbee there provided for them and t6 hae nag
other Supply for theivo sustainance then whik they shall earne by theire:
labour all the while that they continew there and alsos thit soime faithiull
man bee appointed by the Court to bee ouckseet of this house of correetion
whoe shall earfully obserue such orders as shalbee from time to time directiil
to him from the Gout or any of hiy assistants concerning any pson or paois
that may bee sent to him ;

Wheras i 35 ebierued that diners psons in this Goutment are not able to
protide competent and convenient food and riiment for teire Childeen
wherby it is that poor children are exposed vato great want and extremitio
It is-enacted by the Court' and the Authoritie therof fhit two or thiee men
shalbee chiosen in every township of this Genwrment that all such as wei nat
able to prouide nessesary and convenient fopd and elothi ng for theire clildron
and will not dispose of them themselves soe us they may biee better provided
fory soeh said childien shiallee desposed of by the said men soe appoiuted
i thoy shall see meet soe as they may biew comfortably prouided for fu the
pruises § and the sewerall townes shall returne the names of such men us
shulbee soe deputed vato the Court ;
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