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JOHN R. BUCKLEY, JR., REGISTER OF DEEDS 
PLYMOUTH COUNTY REAL ESTATE ACTIVITY FOR AUGUST 2018 

 
STABILTY REIGNS, AVERAGE HOME PRICES CONTINUE TO RISE 

 
 The real estate market in Plymouth County has become somewhat predictable.  Sales and 
prices remain up, mortgages and foreclosures remain down.  These trends have been fairly consistent 
throughout the year.  Plymouth County Register of Deeds John R. Buckley sees the stable market as a 
good thing for homeowners. 
 
 August was another good month for sales, Buckley reported, with 1,196 deeds going to 
record.  “With the exception of this past June, that’s the largest number of deeds we have recorded in 
a year,” Register John R. Buckley, Jr. noted.  Overall, this year’s sales volume is up 2% from 2017, 
with 7,363 deeds recorded through August of this year and 7,245 deeds recorded during the same 
period in 2017.  “The modest variation in sales volume compared to 2017 has been pretty consistent 
over the past several months and this accounts for the stability in the market,” Buckley explained.  
 

Buckley points to stable sale prices as a significant sign of encouragement.  “With the 
exception of maintaining their ability to make their mortgage payments, there is probably no greater 
concern to consumers in the real estate market than the stability of the value of their homes,” Buckley 
observed.  Plymouth County’s average sale price has remained above 2017 average sale prices 
throughout the year.  The average through August of $420,112 represents a 9% increase over last 
year’s average of $386,044. 
 
 While refinance activity has slowed over the past several months, Plymouth County recorded 
1,919 mortgages in August, the second highest number of mortgages this year, barely trailing the 
1,923 mortgages recorded in June.  Through the first eight months of the year, refinances have slipped 
6% below 2017 volume, with 12,980 mortgages being recorded so far this year and 13,810 mortgages 
being recorded during the same period in 2017.   
 
 Plymouth County also saw a drop in foreclosure activity in August, with 41 foreclosure deeds 
being recorded this August compared to 81 foreclosure deeds being recorded last August.  With 377 
foreclosure deeds being recorded to date in Plymouth County and 463 being recorded during the same 
period in 2017, Plymouth County has seen a 19% reduction in foreclosure deeds.  Similarly, while the 
number of notices recorded to initiate new foreclosure proceedings climbed from 56 in July to 71 in 
August, the year-to-date volume of new foreclosure filings is down 1% on the year, with 622 notices 
recorded to date in 2018, and 629 recorded during the same period in 2017. 
 
 Buckley is cautious to point out that recent trends do not serve to predict future performance 
in the market.  At the same time he does see signs of encouragement from his perspective at the 
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Registry.  “Overall, the real estate market in Plymouth County is perhaps best described as stable,” 
Buckley observed.   
 

As part of our ongoing effort to share with the public some of America’s most 
historic documents, on Friday, September 29th,  from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm, the Registry 
will display an original deed transferring land now located in Maine to William Bradford 
and others.  On August 8, 1648, the sachem known as “Monquine alias Natahanada the 
son of ould Natawormett Sagamore of Kennebecke river” sold land on both sides of the 
river to Bradford and his associates “… in consideration of two hogsheads of provisions 
one of bread and one of pease two coats of cloth two gallans of wine and a bottle of 
strong waters ….” Deeds, Vol. II, 1651-1663, Part 1, p. 102.  The Plymouth Colony 
Records, Storage and  Reading Room is located on the second floor of the Plymouth 
County Registry building at 50 Obery Street, Plymouth.  Call Lorna Green-Baker at (508) 
830-9290 for further information.   
 
    If you would like to receive a copy of our monthly report by e-mail, please 
contact Assistant Register of Deeds Timothy H. White at white@plymouthdeeds.org. 
 

REAL ESTATE ACTIVITY THROUGH AUGUST 2018 
COMPARED TO THE SAME PERIOD IN 2017 

 
All figures are based on sales or mortgages between $25,000.00 and $3,000,000. 
 
2018 sales volume: 7,363 
2017 sales volume: 7,245  
(2% increase) 
 
2018 total sales value: $3,093,288,262 
2017 total sales value: $2,796,891,286 
 (11% increase) 
 
2018 average sales price: $420,112 
2017 average sales price: $386,044 
(9% increase) 
 
2018 mortgage volume: 12,980 
2017 mortgage volume: 13,810 
(6% decrease) 
 
2018 average mortgage amount: $286,081 
2017 average mortgage amount: $279,400 
 (2% increase) 

 
2018 foreclosure deeds:  377 
2017 foreclosure deeds:  463 
 (19% decrease) 
 
2018 foreclosure notices: 622 
2017 foreclosure notices: 629 
 (1% decrease) 
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Foreclosures and Orders of Notice 
 August 2018 

Town Foreclosure Deeds Orders of Notice 
ABINGTON 3 3 

BRIDGEWATER 0 4 
BROCKTON 5 19 

CARVER 0 2 
DUXBURY 0 0 

EAST BRIDGEWATER 2 0 
HALIFAX 2 1 

HANOVER 0 1 
HANSON 1 1 

HINGHAM 0 0 
HULL 1 0 

KINGSTON 0 1 
LAKEVILLE 0 3 

MARION 1 1 
MARSHFIELD 1 4 

MATTAPOISETT 0 0 
MIDDLEBORO 6 2 

NORWELL 1 1 
PEMBROKE 0 3 
PLYMOUTH 8 12 
PLYMPTON 1 1 
ROCHESTER 0 0 
ROCKLAND 0 1 
SCITUATE 2 3 

WAREHAM 3 7 
WEST BRIDGEWATER 2 1 

WHITMAN 2 0 
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